
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Behind the Curtain - Series 2 - Cosi Fan Tutte. 

We open this Friday week for 2 weeks only - Book your tickets to see our stars here 
www.canberraopera.org.au 

 

Our Behind the Curtain Series gives our audiences some insights into the many months of preparation it 
takes to bring an operatic role together for our lead principals. 
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Episode 1 of our 2018 series is presented by Andrew Barrow. 

Not only do I get to do the thing that I love; sing and perform on stage, the great friendships I’ve 
been able to build such great relationships with the principal ensemble are ones that I’ll keep forever. 
What a great bunch of young performers.  
I was lucky enough to be able to take part in the Canberra Opera masterclsss with the incomparable 
Ghillian Sullivan along with my talented co-principals. The whole weekend was a fantastic 
experience - from private coaching to taking part in a public masterclass and her workshopping one 
of our rehearsals. 

This is the first opera I’ve needed to seriously learn recitative. Recitative is an opera term that 
replaces the “text” in a play or musical and mimics (to a degree) speech pattern. Often the recitative 
explains the story that’s about to happen in the aria or musical number that follows. 

Along with this I’m able to grow as a performer, singer and gain a deeper development in all things 
theatre. 

 

http://www.canberraopera.org.au/


 

 

 

 

Episode 2 of our 2018 series is presented by Clare Hedley. 

Publicity is an important part of preparing any production so we can build an audience and share the 
hard work we have all done with as many people as possible. 

There's the standard approach of displaying publicity materials in places like offices and cafes. At 
the moment, I hang out with myself whenever I wait for the lift at work and while I haven't received 
any autograph requests from co-workers yet, the poster has received many compliments and it's 
generated interest in the show. 

I've also decided to try something different and take the publicity materials far and wide, like to the 
Sydney Opera House, to try to encourage people to make the trip to Canberra. Surely everyone 
wants to visit, anyway, after Lonely Planet named us the third best city? (Effectiveness of this 
approach TBA.) 

In all seriousness, I feel very lucky to be working with such a fantastic group and I can't wait to share 
the stage with these talented people - and entertain audiences - in only a few weeks time. 

 



Episode 3 of our 2018 series is presented by Keren Dalzell. 

Cosi Fan Tutte has been one of the most challenging opera's that I've tackled to far.  

Finding Fiordiligi has been harder than any other of my characters. I think because I relate so much 
to her and her journey of self discovery. It's also become difficult to come to terms with the story, I 
just want to protect the girls from such a misogynistic text - even my cat agrees. Slowly I'm beginning 
to see the ways this story, unfortunately remains to be a relevant social commentary on 
relationships, and this production aims to confront that.  

Come along and see the production to see how we go! 

 

 

 

  



Episode 4 of our 2018 series is presented by Katrina Wiseman 
(Follow @despinaglamcam on Instagram for more behind the scenes gossip from 

Despina!) 

Despina’s arias are some of the first all young Sopranos learn, and ever since I first discovered her it 
has been my dream to sing the role of Despina. While having done workshops, masterclasses and 
scenes of her arias, having the chance to perform the whole role has been incredible. I don’t know 
what I expected when I first heard I had the role, however there have been plenty of surprises. 

I had not anticipated the demands of portraying Despina in a modern setting. The more she 
developed, the more different to myself she became. Some days it’s fun to be someone else 
completely, however maintaining Despina’s sassy and sexy persona can be challenging. 

With two weeks to go, all the last preparations are coming into place, including a very exciting day 
for me at the hairdressers. It is the first time I have ever dyed my hair and I have to say I’m excited 
with the results! 

 

 

 

  



Episode 5 of our 2018 series is presented by Canberra Opera newcomer 

Nathanael Patterson. 

There are many difficult and trying experiences when involved in an opera, from memorising great 
amounts of text and music to sacrificing a large amount of time in the week; practising at home, 
travelling to and attending rehearsals, (and certainly not the least), losing most of one's hair! For the 
role of Guglielmo that I have been most privileged to play, I have had to say farewell to my curls which 
have almost raised me to a boy-band like fame among the elderly women where I live. The reason for 
the haircut is because Guglielmo in Cosi Fan Tutte is in the military. Sadly, a military costume requires a 
military haircut of short back and sides. I have taken the liberty of keeping some waves on the top, so it 
might not exactly be Duntroon standard but it should do the job nicely. 

Even though I am sad about my great loss I have found a new self, for what has emerged from 
underneath the curls is Guglielmo, ready to face any sort of trial (or bet) in his way. I'm quite happy with 
my new look too and can't wait to be on the stage with my fellow performers singing this one-of-a-kind 
modern take on Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte. 

       

 

 

 


